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Syntheses
Hepta-6-amino-β-CD (1) and hepta-6-iodo-β-CD (5),
These compounds were prepared as previously reported.
1
Sythesis of Hepta-6-hydrazyl-β-CD (2). Hepta-6-Iodo-β-CD (5) (1.0 g, 0.5 mmol) was dissolved in 50 mL anhydrous hydrazine, then stirred at 60 °C under an atmosphere of N 2 for 24 h. The solution was then concentrated under reduced pressure to a few milliliters before pouring into acetone (300 ml). A fine white precipitate was formed and gathered by filtration. The precipitate was washed with acetone and dried under vacuum to yield a stable white powder. Yield = 0.52g (54% 
Sythesis of Hepta-6-(2'-hydroxyethyl)amino-β-CD (3) This was prepared as described for Compound
2, except that ethanolamine was used as nucleophile instead of hydrazine. Yield = 0.51g (70% 
Sythesis of Hepta-6-(2'-aminoethyl)amino-β-CD (4) This was prepared as described for Compound 2,
except that ethylenediamine was used as nucleophile instead of hydrazine. Yield = 0.47g (66% 
45.2(CH 2 -NH 2 ).
Gelation procedure.Two methods were used to prepare gels -bulk heating and ultrasonic dispersion.
Heating method: The desired amount of gelator in the corresponding solvent was heated in a screw-capped tube for 1 hour. It then was cooled to 20°C and stored for several days to allow gelation to ensue.
Ultrasonic method: A 1/8" microtip probe sonicator was used. The desired amount of gelator was 
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suspended in the corresponding solvent and the sample sonicated in pulsed mode (50% duty cycle) at 50
Watts for 10 minutes to disperse the sample, followed by continuous sonication for 5 minutes. The sample then cooled to 20°C, leading to the formation of a gel state. Figure S1 . Photograph of gel-sol transition upon addition of urea (concentration of 1 was 2 wt%).
